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After a valiant battle with cancer, Kirby Steil, who inspired many in his professional and
personal life with his vitality, talent and compassion passed peacefully away Nov. 20th, at
the age of 47; with loving family and his pastor at his side.
As a vice president of Insight Global working out of Chicago and Grand Rapids, he trained
hundreds of people in leadership and sales, taking the time and using an uncanny ability
to learn and expose each individual’s unique potential and value. “Kirby’s Army” then
spread out to create and improve the firm’s IT professional staffing offices in Dallas,
Silicon Valley, Phoenix, Seattle and other cities. “It’s possible that no one individual had a
bigger, more positive impact on the organization than Kirby,” according to Insight Global
CEO Bert Bean.
Kirby led by both words and example. “Do or do not; there is no try.” “True leaders don’t
create followers; they create more leaders.” Forceful and driven to excellence, he was first
and foremost gentle, reminding his employees and children, “there’s always time to be
kind.” Even in the pain of his illness, he would thank a nurse and ask after the health of his
visitors. Kirby focused on others instead of himself. “He knew exactly what to say to make
you feel like you were the only one who mattered,” says one of the employees he
mentored.
Love of family and physical drive were forged in Kirby. With his mother, Lynn Steil, he
climbed to the remote 13,809 foot summit of Gannett Peak. He and his son, Mason New,
reached the glaciated summit of Mount Rainer and Sky Dove, neither admitting months
later their fear. He went snowboarding, played cribbage, and enjoyed movies with his son
Keegan. He was an enthusiastic supporter of all of his children’s sports teams. An avid
power lifter and member of Triple River CrossFit, he lifted with his son, Tyson New, and
helped coach the Three Rivers High School power lifting team to regional and state titles.
Kirby and his wife, Missy, hiked the Grand Canyon together and shared their love of
skiing.
But it was Kirby’s commitment to be present to people in his life that set him apart. With
his daughter Kayla New, he shared late night heart-to-heart talks, shopping and a love of

sushi. His animated sense of humor, fairness and zest for life made him the dear
companion of many.
Kirby Steil was born Sept. 16, 1971, in Kalamazoo, to Lynn and Michael Steil. With his
older brother, Michael, the family camped, biked and built a cabin up north. At Schoolcraft
High School, Kirby learned public speaking, history and drama - foundations for his career
- from his father, who was on the faculty. He also honed his leadership skills as co-captain
of the 1989 Schoolcraft state championship football team. A walk-on at Central Michigan
University, he left football after an injury to focus on a communication major. Kirby was
president of his fraternity, Phi Sigma Kappa in his senior year, graduating in 1995.
Kirby lived on Cedar Lake, Marcellus, with his wife, Missy (Wiseman) Steil. In addition to
his wife, his four children and parents, Kirby is survived by three sisters-in-law, many
nieces and nephews and countless friends. He was preceded in death by his brother,
Michael.
Visitation for Kirby is 6 – 8 pm Friday, Nov. 30 and 2 – 3 pm Saturday, Dec. 1 at Three
Rivers Church of the Nazarene, 1221 Coon Hollow Rd.,Three Rivers. Services will be 3
pm Saturday at the church. Contributions in Kirby’s honor may be made to the American
Cancer Society, Three Rivers Church of the Nazarene or Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids.
Online condolences may be left at www.materralstonfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Mike, I am so sorry to hear of your son’s passing. You were my favorite teacher and
coach while I was at SHS in the 70’s. If your son was anything like you, I bet he was
a fantastic man. My thoughts and prayers to you, Lynn and family.

Mike Havenga - December 12, 2018 at 08:16 PM

“

We have you in our thoughts and prayers. Deepest condolences from our family to
yours. John Stodola & Ellen Harrington

John Stodola - December 04, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Christi Johnson lit a candle in memory of Kirby Sean Steil

christi johnson - December 01, 2018 at 12:50 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Mike, Lynn, Missy and family.
You are all in our thoughts, from Linda Focht, Christi Lynn Johnson, Kim Whitney and our
families.
christi johnson - December 01, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

Lynn,Mike,and the Steil family, please accept our most sincere condolences on
Kirby’s passing. May the Lord’s Blessings be with you and your family at this time of
your grieving..Tim and Jackie McCoy

Tim McCoy - November 28, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

It was so happy that kirby and missy came 2 Sundays at tr nazarene church. And we
are keeping our prayers out for you missy.

Tracy Freese and dorothy duncan - November 26, 2018 at 03:36 PM

“

(((Hugs))) We're so sorry for your loss of your Dad, spouse, son and friend. It
absolutely breaks our heart that your families have to go through this. Emenhiser
Family

Jen - November 26, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Thought and prayers are with family.

Pam Rhoades - November 25, 2018 at 06:32 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss, our thoughts and prayers are with the family during this
difficult time.
Adam & Amber Hamilton

Adam Hamilton - November 25, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Kirby's family and friends during this sad time.
Brian and Lynn McDaniel

Lynn C McDaniel - November 24, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

Gary And Linda Phillips lit a candle in memory of Kirby Sean Steil

Gary and Linda Phillips - November 24, 2018 at 12:29 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for the familyl
Gary and Linda Phillips - November 24, 2018 at 12:30 PM

Mike, Lynn and Missy- I am so very sorry for your loss of Kirby- you are all in my thoughts
and prayers - Kelli Hickman
Kelli Hickman - November 24, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

Quite simply, Kirby was one of the best people I have ever known. I am so sorry for all of us
because we lost such a good man. Special thoughts and prayers for Mike and Lynn, and
especially our Missy.
Linda Benthin - November 26, 2018 at 08:57 AM

“

Kirby was a dream player to coach. He was talented but got every little bit out of that talent
with hard work. It was no surprise to me that he turned out to be a wonderful husband,
father and productive and generous person in his professional and private life. He gave so
much to us all. He will be missed!!
Ted Manning - November 26, 2018 at 04:09 PM

“

Mike and Lynn
I am so very sorry for your loss. I have hear of Kirby's illness in the past months from
mutual friends. From the previous posts he was a truly wonderful man. My deepest
sympathy.
Virginia Mahieu Mongreig. (Former student of Mike)
Virginia Mongreig - November 26, 2018 at 08:41 PM

“
“

Our sympathy to his family.
Jan and Jim VanDyken - November 27, 2018 at 02:55 PM

Mike and Lynn, so sorry for your lose. Did not know Kirby, after reading of him feel that I do
now. One great, interesting, and people person. My deepest sympathy.
James R. Dean - November 28, 2018 at 09:50 AM

“

Mike and Lynn we are so sorry for your loss. Praying that God helps you through this very
difficult time. Don and Kathy Appoloni
Kathy Appoloni - November 28, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of the loss of your son. Thoughts are with you and your extended
family at this very sad time.

Melinda Boccia
Melinda Boccia - November 28, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

Missy and Family Kirby was a good man, a great person to have known, who's time hear
was much too short. My thoughts and prayers go out for you all.
With deepest sympathy
Matthew Brick
Matthew - November 29, 2018 at 08:48 AM

“

Mike and Lynn, words can't express the sadness we feel in our hearts. Though we didn't
have the chance to get to know Kirby, you certainly gifted him with your many talents and
love--and may those memories sustain you in the days and weeks to come. With our
prayers, sympathy and friendship--Joe and Diane Petlick
Diane Petlick - November 29, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

Mike, Lynn & Missy: We hate to click on "like" at a time like this, for it seems inappropriate
to do so. We will remember the laughs and joys of this intelligent, vibrant young man. May
Kirby’s friends and family fine hope and peace in a philosophy of future hope. Our prayers
and thoughts go with you. We wish we could be present and not separated by 2000 miles.
—Dennis & Betty Woodland
Dennis W Woodland - November 30, 2018 at 10:25 AM

“

Dear Mike and family can not quite remember Kirby but I do know he was a grade behind
my youngest daughter in school I do know that I had him on the bus during games he
showed a lot of respect on the bus may the good Lord be with you and your family in your
time of sorrow lean on him,he will see you through this time and beyond in the future. My
thoughts are with you all with deepest sympathy. May God Bless Sharon Sebright and
family
Sharon Sebright - November 30, 2018 at 11:09 AM

