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Karl Joseph Albert Kraft, Jr.
February 16, 1960 – August 7, 2019
Karl Joseph Albert Kraft, Jr., age 59, of Decatur, was resurrected, early Wednesday
morning, August 7, 2019, surrounded by family.
Karl was born February 16, 1960, in Paw Paw, the son of Karl Joseph Albert Jr. and
Marjorie Elizabeth (Irish) Kraft.
On December 17, 1998, he married Susan J. Brock in their home located in Decatur.
Karl had an infinite love for Jesus and serving others. He often helped out around his
church the Michiana Church of Christ. He always put other people first and wanted to
make sure everybody was well cared for. Karl made a career out of farming too. He could
be found tending to his greenhouse listening to country western music while he worked.
To many, he was known as the “Produce Man” and would sell his fruits and vegetables in
downtown Marcellus at the village parking lot. Karl took great pride in his community and
greatly appreciated the business that the people of Marcellus loyally provided him. Above
all, Karl enjoyed spending any amount of time he could with his grandchildren. It was
common for Karl to get down onto the floor with all of them to play, despite the fact he
always had a sore back. He’d do anything he could to make them laugh. He also attended
numerous high school sporting events and heartily enjoyed going to any Notre Dame
basketball or football game alongside his girls.
Karl is survived by his loving wife Susan Kraft, children; Steve Hartline of Marcellus,
previous daughter-in-law: Rebekah Green-Hartline of Cassopolis, Amanda J. Hartline of
Cassopolis, and Adam W. Gray, brother: Erik J.(Karen) Freeman of Detroit, sisters-in-law:
Christine Davis of Decatur, Peg (Chuck) Yordy of Dowagiac, Becky Brock of Florida,
brother-in-law: William (Cheri) Brock of Florida, four grandchildren: Caitlyn Nicole,
Courtney Paige, and Morgan Alexis Hartline, and Alaina Dove Gray, dearest friends:
Justin and Nancy Shepard, and “Napa Fred” Fred Learman.
The family would like to welcome friends for visitation Sunday, August 11, 2019, from 2-4
and 6-8 PM at Mater-Ralston Funeral Home, funeral service Monday, August 12, 2019 at
11:00 AM, at Michiana Church of Christ: 500 E Prairie Ronde St, Dowagiac, MI 49047,

and burial to follow at Crane Cemetery with Pastor Justin W. Shepard officiating. Memorial
donations may be directed to Michiana Church of Christ. Online condolences may be left
at www.materralstonfuneralhome.com.

Events
AUG
11

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Mater - Ralston Funeral Home
52780 M 40 North, Marcellus, MI, US, 49067

AUG
11

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Mater - Ralston Funeral Home
52780 M 40 North, Marcellus, MI, US, 49067

AUG
12

Funeral Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Michiana Church of Christ
500 E. Prairie Ronde Street, Dowagiac, MI, US, 49047

Comments

“

We will miss Karl and his farm stand in Marcellus. He was so positive.
He never failed to bless us and we felt blessed in return.
Joel and Lynn Carr of Big Fish Lake

Joel Carr - August 27 at 08:01 PM

“

Such a sweet man who always had time to share a tip or a story. His sunny nature
and upbeat attitude will be missed in our community. Rest easy, friend...

Jon Grondahl - August 26 at 09:53 AM

“

My introduction to Karl Jr. dates back to 1990, when we first moved to the Marcellus
area. I ran into Karl Senior's veg stand; We struck up a conversation and I stopped
by there from time to time, enjoying to pick up veggies, and Christmas trees, and to
learn a bit about the new community we had moved into as well as to glean wisdom
from a very dear man. And then when I made the acquaintance of his son, Karl Jr., I
sensed so many of those same great qualities of kindness and love for his neighbors
and community. Over the years, all my family enjoyed chances to talk and chat,
getting to know him. The Kraft family has been a Marcellus area mainstay and I, for
one am grateful for the opportunity to get to know those two dear guys. Thanks Karl
Jr., for lots of good conversations, some bits of wisdom and your hearty laugh! My
best wishes to you, Sue and your family as you remember and celebrate a really fine
man.
Roxie for the Ewert family

Roxie Ewert - August 15 at 04:58 PM

“

We've known Karl for many years through church then his nursery where we bought
plants every year. He was a generous and helpful man. And gone too soon. He will
be greatly missed.
Dean and Dolly Corwin

Dolly Corwin - August 13 at 11:08 AM

“

Megan Cloud lit a candle in memory of Karl Joseph Albert Kraft Jr.

Megan Cloud - August 11 at 09:38 PM

“

Karl was childlike friendly to we his family of friends . He was also a close friend of
God. My wife Wendy and I got to perform his wedding with Sue. They couldn't have
been nicer, welcoming us into their home and their life. They were in love and their
love for the Lord caused their love for each other to grow too. I don't completly
understand Karls passing as I am still shocked. What I do not doubt is Gods
goodness to the Krafts and that Karl is right now encouraging new and old friends in
heaven.
Karl we all will miss you. You made us laugh , smile , and eat the good food you grew
especially for us. You are so thoughtful and selfless. We want to be more like you as
a thank offering to Jesus for your life that touched our hearts and made us whole.

Dennis Cole - August 10 at 01:24 AM

“

WITH ENERGY, ENTHUSIASM, KARL SHARED HIS LOVE OF FARMING, AND
LOVE OF JESUS MADE LIFE LESS STRESSFUL AND MORE JOYFUL FOR LOTS
OF PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY US.
WE ENJOYED HELPING HIM SET UP HIS STAND IN MARCELLES, EVERY
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY.
REMEMBERING KARL AND ALL THE WAYS HIS LIFE TOUCHED OURS, WILL BE
WITH US FOR EVER.
MAY PEACE BE WITH SUE AND FAMILY.
LOVE & GOD BLESS
THE UNCLES, DOUG. AND DUDLEY

Dudley Yordy - August 09 at 08:28 PM

“

CHAD, & THE UNCLES, DOUG & DUDLEY purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of Karl Joseph Albert Kraft Jr..

CHAD, & THE UNCLES, DOUG & DUDLEY - August 09 at 04:52 PM

“

Praying for Susan and the family. It saddens us to hear of Karl's passing. He was a
wonderful man with a good heart.
Doug and Judy Scheppelman

Doug and Judy Scheppelman - August 09 at 04:46 PM

“

Karl was a special person i will never forget. I have fond memories of helping him
and Sue out in the spring time in the past. I will never foget the time that my two
youngest daughters came to help move plants from one green house to the opposite
side of the road to the stand. We had so much fun and the hard work was worth
every minute we spent that day. The thing that sticks in my mind the most is when
my daughter Carrie climbed up on Karl’s tractor and started driving it. Karl stood
looking at her and seemed amazed that someone other than him would dare drive it.
I think no one but him was really allowed to. Yet he laughed and carried on about that
brat having the nerve to get on “HIS” tractor.
The thing I loved most about him though. WAS HOW HE LOVED SUE. She
deserved a wonderful man like him in her life and he quickly became a proud father
and grandfather through her. By the grace of God they found each other and
continued through the years devoted to their strong christian faith. He touched many
lives and left us all better from having known him. Rest in heavenly peace dear Karl.

Rhonda Keene - August 09 at 04:40 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Karl Joseph Albert Kraft Jr..

August 09 at 01:04 PM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to the family and friends of Karl. You will be missed
by more people then you can ever imagine. I will miss seeing you and talking to you
during the vegetable selling season. Your advice on how to prepare some of the
vegetables were wonderful. May you rest in peace now . And enjoy your garden in
the heavens. God has claimed one of his most beautiful children into his arms. Love
Geneva

Geneva Troxell - August 09 at 12:24 PM

“

We send our deepest sympathy to the love ones of Karl. My God be with you t this
time of loss. Skip and Sharie

sharie Hartline - August 08 at 07:24 PM

“

My Soul Lives On Blanket was purchased for the family of Karl Joseph Albert Kraft
Jr..

August 08 at 07:13 PM

“

Connie Irwin lit a candle in memory of Karl Joseph Albert Kraft Jr.

Connie Irwin - August 08 at 06:08 PM

“

So sorry to here the passing of Karl. He was a friend in our family for a long time. He
well be missed. Rest in peace our friend.Blessing to the Family. The Irwin Family.

Connie Irwin - August 08 at 06:08 PM

“

Karl was truly a one of a kind guy! Getting to know him didn't take long to see how
caring he was. No task presented to him, be it 5 minutes or 5 hours, he always gave
it the same amount of attention. He was always right there to help in any situation.
I'm sure God has a couple acres of prime land for Karl to produce those great flowers
and veges. Bless the family and know that he is preparing to let God know when to
start picking.
Jill & Mike Dwyer

Jill & Mike Dwyer - August 08 at 03:46 PM

“

Karl Kraft was a kind loving gentle soul who was eager and willing to help those in need...
he was an avvid Irish football fan and truly could spark up a conversation with anyone. He
truly was a one of a kind of individual anyone would be privileged enough to meet and I am
truly glad I did. Thanks for the many laughs and for always having a sincere heart for those
you always surrounded yourself around. Rest easy my friend and know that God will have
you farming up there soon...
Sincerely yours truly
From one man to another God bless my brother and Go Irish!
Sincerely,
Anthony Michael Davis
Anthony Michael Davis - August 08 at 06:08 PM

“

Sorry for your loss he was a great guy . I have been a customer for years and always
enjoyed his wisdom and help. He was also a great supporter of North Red Hill 4-H
furnishing flowers for the barn at the fair will be greatly missed .
Bonnie McCarthy - August 09 at 07:21 AM

“

May God hold you all close with love and comfort
Cherie Jackson - August 12 at 08:50 PM

