Gladys "Lucille" Melville
April 21, 1925 - August 22, 2019

Gladys “Lucille” Melville, age 94, of Marcellus, passed away early Thursday morning,
August 22, 2019, peacefully in her sleep.
Lucille was born on April 21, 1925 in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, the daughter of Robert F. and
Iva P. (Luskleet) Midkiff.
On November 20, 1943, she married Leslie E. Melville in Benton Harbor, MI. Together
they had five children: Sandra, Donna, Susan, Leslie “Rick”, and DeeAnn. They were
married for 63 years before Leslie E. passed away on June 30, 2007.
To many, Gladys was known as “Lucille” and known for her generosity, she poured her
heart and soul into her family. She found her joy in the service of others. Lucille loved
people and would do anything for them. As her late husband once said, “Lucille is a
people person.” In 1945, she moved to Big Fish Lake. Lucille enjoyed working on her
father and mother-in- law’s strawberry farm, the family tavern, and Melville’s Construction,
in which she and “Stub” had built their lives in partnership with John and Doris Melville. In
1983, they decided to open what became their legacy: Melville’s Campground, which she
owned and managed the rest of her days. Some of Lucille’s hobbies included: writing
letters and/or cards to her family members (she never missed a holiday or birthday),
cooking amazing food and baking her iconic homemade cherry pie, shopping for special
gifts with her daughter Susie, going to the movies with her daughter DeeAnn, laughing
with her son Les, and watching the Channel 3 movies at 9 o’clock in the morning while
doing the laundry with her daughters Sandy and Donna. Lucille loved visits, with her family
and friends, which were usually spent, reminiscing over years, long past, childhood
stories, and times of laughter. Lucille was a proud lifelong member and very involved in
the Eastern Star.
Lucille is survived by her children; five children: Sandra L. Churchill of Marcellus, Donna J.
(Roger) Motter of Marcellus, Susan L. (Ralph) Balkema of Schoolcraft,Leslie E. “Rick”
(Dawn) Melville, and DeeAnn (Mike) Voss of Lawton, fifteen grandchildren: Garrett (Jamie)
Melville, Hillary (Justin) Silver, Brandon Feringa, Alex, Austin, and Abby Voss, Heather
(Scott) Johnson, Holly (Mario) Brown, Lisa Roy-Churchill, Shelly (Matt) Derrick, Eric
(Emily) Szeide, Adam (Shannon) Sziede, Brandon (Sarah) Balkema, Craig Balkema, and
Rasaun Brown, seventeen great grandchildren: Trent Johnson, Harper and Ryker Roy,

Anderson and Bennett Brown, Nate Jackson, Jenna Derrick, Lydia, Selah, Natalie,
Jackson Balkema, Arden, Andrew, Ryder, and Addison Sziede, Caelan and Graham
Silver, and extended family Charlie Van Osdol of Dowagiac.
Lucille is preceded in death by her loving parents: Robert F. and Iva P. (Luskleet) Midkiff,
two sisters, son-in- law: Fred Churchill.
The family will welcome friends for visitation Tuesday, August 27, 2019, from 2-4 & 6-8
pm, with Eastern Star service at 7:30 PM, at Mater-Ralston Funeral Home, funeral service
on Wednesday, August 28, 2019, at 11 AM, at Mater-Ralston Funeral Home, and burial
will follow at Hamilton Township Cemetery in Decatur, with Pastor Thad Stout officiating.
Memorial donations may be directed to Masonic Temple, Ideal Chapter 167, Order of The
Eastern Star, or Shriners. Online condolences may be left at http://www.materralstonfuner
alhome.com.
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Funeral Service
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Comments

“

I remember Lucille as a warm and welcoming person who cooked a mean Sunday
breakfast. A lovely woman. Mary Wiseman, South Bend, Indiana

Mary Wiseman - September 03, 2019 at 12:20 PM

“

Love Tommy, Kim, Brock and Zoey Klein purchased the Arrive in Style for the family
of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

Love Tommy, Kim, Brock and Zoey Klein - August 27, 2019 at 10:42 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

August 26, 2019 at 09:01 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to my cousins and family.
Always thought Aunt Lucille was a beautiful lady with a contagious smile.
I know how much she missed "Stub". I am sure they are enjoying each others
company again. Thinking of all of you and spending prayers of comfort your way.
Love,
Bonney

Bonney Meachum - August 26, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

From: Your Mars Elementary Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

From: Your Mars Elementary Family - August 26, 2019 at 03:03 PM

“

Joe & Jenni Pant, CB & Lin Batts purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

Joe & Jenni Pant, CB & Lin Batts - August 26, 2019 at 12:48 PM

“

I don't really have a specific memory. I do remember times when Lucille and my mom
would get together with us kids. I think at the "frolic" and at the lake. Just remember
Lucille as an awesome beautiful lady. No one nicer that I can think of. She will
certainly be missed.

Jennie Fox - August 26, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

We moved to Marcellus when I was 10 years old. I am now 65. The Melville Family took us
under their wing by renting a home to us, giving jobs to both my Mom Nina Moore , and my
Step Dad Lloyd Moore. When Mom and Lloyd got married they threw a huge wedding
reception for them in the Tavern. My Mom adored Lucy!!!!!! She always welcomed us Kids
in to her home as if we were Family. We grew up with their Children, and in the end we felt
like Family. I knew Lucy a hard working Mom, a loving generous Friend, with a wonderful
beautiful sweet personality!!!!! Her beauty was unmatched. Later as we were grown, we all
loved camping at the Family camp ground, and made special visits in to see Lucy and
Stub, just to talk with our old "Family". Even if we were just out for a boat ride, and had
docked at the public landing we made a special trip in to talk with this sweet Lady who
treated us as if we were Family, and talk about the memories of her and my Mama's special
friendship. Like going back home. I am grieving, also!!!!! She will be missed!!!!!!
Susan Hartline - August 26, 2019 at 12:40 PM

“

Debbie Langshaw lit a candle in memory of Gladys "Lucille" Melville

Debbie Langshaw - August 26, 2019 at 08:52 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

August 26, 2019 at 08:48 AM

“

Kay & Randy purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

Kay & Randy - August 25, 2019 at 01:25 PM

“

Sue I am so sorry for your loss. We just spoke a few weeks ago at Walmart sharing
stories from the past. I pray you feel Gods comfort during this time and always
remember your folks will be with you in your heart forever until that glorious day
when you join them in Heaven.
Maria Baker( KaCees Family)

Maria Baker - August 25, 2019 at 07:00 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

August 24, 2019 at 10:06 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

August 24, 2019 at 07:30 PM

“

Reta Sheline-Swingler and Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

Reta Sheline-Swingler and Family - August 24, 2019 at 11:41 AM

“

We spent a few summers in the campground , where we got to know Lucille.She was
a sweet,sweet lady. When she would be around the campground she was so friendly
and lovely. She was a very big part of our time there. I always enjoyed seeing and
talking to her. She was a very nice and lovely lady. I am sending my thoughts and
prayers to her family. What a beautiful person she was and she will be missed
greatly. Peace and love to her family at this very sad time.

Pam Wiessner - August 24, 2019 at 12:20 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Rachel Stout - August 23, 2019 at 06:41 PM

“

denny and bonnie kublick purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Gladys
"Lucille" Melville.

denny and bonnie kublick - August 23, 2019 at 05:18 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Gladys "Lucille" Melville.

August 23, 2019 at 04:58 PM

“

What a fine lady, so kind to all, gentle and always caring. She had a full life and now
her reward is with the Almighty, to breathe easily, with no pain and to be with the love
of her life, Stub. RIP precious lady.

Susan Kindt - August 23, 2019 at 03:26 PM

“

Sorry for your family' loss, She was a lovely lady,
Scott Middlestadt - August 27, 2019 at 10:33 PM

